BURY BOROUGH FAIRTRADE GROUP

Minutes of Annual General Meeting held 11th June 2015 

Apologies from Liz Gillan, Borough Representative (attending a funeral).

Jill Youlton, Bury Business Liaison officer deputised.

It is probable that Jill will attend future meetings to keep the Group informed of any development advantageous to increasing Fairtrade awareness in Bury Borough. 

Chair Bernard Emblem: Explained to Jill the criteria for Bury’s continued registration as a Fairtrade Borough and what part she could play in this. One of the essentials was the monitoring of all procurement relating to beverages by Borough departments was in compliance with the Borough policy. Another was to increase the awareness of Bury Businesses to Fairtrade and where fitting encourage some kind of participation. To these ends Jill noted that the Borough’s register of Businesses now covered the ‘towns’ of Bury, Prestwich and Radcliffe. 

1. Officials: Since there were no nominations for positions. Bernard Emblem and Peter Roscoe (PR) agreed to continue as Chair and treasurer respectively. It was accepted that PR should assume the position of Acting Secretary in order to make it known that the position was open to anyone interested. Anne Fomukong to be officially designated Webmaster.

2. Reports: (i) BE outlined the success of his Fairtrade Facebook (130 likes to date) and Tweeting initiatives which had opened up contact with the general public. One contact had informed us of necessary updates to the listed caterers on our website. Another had made the point that Fairtrade coffee was no longer available at the Aldi branch in Prestwich. This led to further exchanges and it was noted that Aldi would be monitoring ‘Social Media’ for any comments that might affect them. (ii) PR reported that of the grant of £1 000 from Forever Manchester £500 had been spent on the ‘Fairtrade’ garden outside the Town Hall and £69 on prominent ‘WE SUPPORT FAIRTADE’ signs at the Mosses community centre. The balance of the grant should have been spent in May. An extension had been secured but it was important that the planned Borough Boundary signs are implemented as soon as possible. Sundry expenses related to £39 for the 2014 AGM meeting room and £50 facebook connections facility. An excess of receipts over payments amounted to £312 which was added to the cash at bank figure brought forward of £1 067 to give a balance of £1 379 at bank. PR noted that he had ordered a further two ‘WE SUPPORT FAIRTRADE SIGNS’ for use at Brandlesholme Methodist Church.

3. Matters Arising: It was agreed (i) to purchase 8 Fairtrade boundary signs at a cost of around £800 i.e. using the balance of Forever Manchester Funds and some of our existing funds. (ii) to meet the annual cost (£50) of the Facebook connection facility (iii) that JY would contact Neil Long and explain to him the boundary sign initiative needs to be completed as soon as possible to comply with the extension to the period for the spending of the grant given by Forever Manchester.

Bernard Emblem, Chair

Peter Roscoe, Acting Secretary.

BURY BOROUGH FAIRTRADE GROUP

Minutes of Meeting held Thursday 11 June 2015 Knowsley Place, Bury.

4. Minutes of Meeting held 5 February 2015: Confirmed.
5. Matters Arising other than dealt with below: It proved not possible to arrange a display of the Guardian Newspaper’s Fairtrade related photographs.

6. Extending the Register of: (i) Churches – Peter Roscoe (PR) noted he was continuing in his attempt to increase the registration of Churches committed to Fairtrade but progress was very slow (ii) Community Organisations – no action (iii) Work places – Jill Youlton (JY) would contact by email (iv) Caterers – JY to contact caterers enquiring if they sold Fairtrade products. Even if it were only one product they would be offered a ‘window adherence’ notice indicating ‘Fairtrade Products Available here’.

7. Correspondence: PR noted email communications from the Fairtrade Foundation relating to the ‘Make Trade Fair’ campaign and the Fairtrade Town’s competition. Bernard Emblem (BE) confirmed he had contacted Ivan Lewis MP for Bury South about the ‘Make Trade Fair’ campaign and that his assistant had proposed that BE should meet with IL. He had not contacted David Nuttal, MP, for Bury North as this MP had previously stated ‘that he supports the principle of Free Trade, rather than Fair Trade’.

8. Other Matters and Decisions: (i) BE to approach foundation seeking information on any research into the extent to which the general public will support a café etc which serves Fairtrade beverages (ii) JY suggested encouraging people to twitter by offering prizes – agreed that in Fairtrade Fortnight we would approach Kwaff wine sellers to see if they would offer a bottle of Fairtrade wine to a person repeating twitters (iii) PR to draft basic job responsibilities of a secretary so that anyone interested would have some awareness of the workload (iv) PR related that the Bury Members Co-operative Group was in a state of winding up. Residual funds meant that the usual support could be given to the Fairtrade activities in 2016 i.e. the Millgate event and the distribution of beverages to the wards and departments of Fairfield Hospital, which is our Flagship employer. It would be unlikely that the shop based member groups would be involved with our group. (v) JY to contact Mr Neil Long with a view to finalising the Boundary Sign initiative as soon as possible to comply with the requirements of Forever Manchester. (vi) agreed that minutes should be posted to our website (and facebook) so that any members of the general public who are interested would be aware of our activities. (vii) PR spoke about the substantial contribution to our Group by Rosemary Lehan who cannot attend our daytime meetings. From time to time she organises table-top sales of Traidcraft Fairtrade products at Holly Mount School and any local festivals that encourage participation.
9. Date of Next Meeting: PR to liase with BE and Liz Gillan – probably late October.

Bernard Emblem, Chair

Peter Roscoe, Acting Secretary.
